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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF BERMUDA LEGAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING 
MARIHUANA POSSESSION 

REF: STATE 057902 

1 . FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY PROVIDED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 
BERMUDA IN LETTER DATED MARCH 18. QUOTE BERMUDA LAW RE- 
GARDING POSSESSION OF CANNABIS (MARIJUANA) IS EFFECTIVELY 
CONTAINED IN SECTION 6 READ WITH SECTION 27, OF THE MISUSE 
OF DRUGS ACT, 1972. SIMPLE POSSESSION FOR PERSONAL USE IS 
PUNISHABLE IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT BY A MAXIMUM FINE OF 
$1,000 OR IMPRISONMENT FOR 12 MONTHS, OR BOTH. IF CHARGED 
WITH THIS OFFENCE IN THE SUPREME COURT AND UNLIMITED FINE 
OR UP TO FIVE YEARS IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH, CAN BE IMPOSED. 

POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO SUPPLY IS A SEPARATE OFFENCE 
PUNISHABLE IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT WITH A FINE OF UP TO 
$5,000, THREE YEARS IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH. IN THE SUPREME 
COURT THIS OFFENCE CAN DRAW AN UNLIMITED FINE OR UP TO 
TWENTY YEARS IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH. IN PRACTICE SIMPLE 
POSSESSION OF SMALL QUANTITIES OF CANNABIS ARE INVARIABLY 
PROSECUTED IN MAGISTRATES COURT WHERE THE CUSTOMARY PENALTY 
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IS A FINE RANGING BETWEEN $100 AND $1,000 IN MOST CASES, 

BASED ON THE QUANTITY OF THE DRUG POSSESSED. POSSESSION 
WITH INTENT TO SUPPLY OF SMALL QUANTITIES OF CANNABIS ARE 
GENERALLY ALSO TAKEN IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT. THESE CASES 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER FINES WHICH CAN RANGE UP TO 
$3,000 OR SHORT TERMS OF IMPRISONMENT - UP TO TWELVE MONTHS. 
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO SUPPLY OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF 
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CANNABIS ARE AS A MATTER OF PROSECUTION POLICY TAKEN TO THE 
SUPREME COURT, WHERE ON CONVICTION PENALTIES OF THREE TO 
SEVEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT ARE GENERAL. UNQUOTE 

2. THE FOREGOING RELATES TO SIMPLE POSSESSION AND POSSESSION 
WITH INTENT TO SUPPLY (I. E. TRAFFICKING). SECTION 4 (1) (A) 

MAKES IT UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON TO IMPORT A CONTROLLED 
DRUG, IN WHICH CASE THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 27 (1) (B) 

ARE APPLICABLE. THIS LATTER MAKES A PERSON LIABLE TO 
A FINE OF UP TO FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS OR IMPRISONMENT 
FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING THREE YEARS OR BOTH. 

3. THESE PROVISIONS ARE STRICTLY ENFORCED BY THE LOCAL 
POLICE ON BOTH LOCAL AND FOREIGN (TOURIST) OFFENDERS. 

THE COURTS ARE LIKEWISE APPLYING FINES CONSISENTLY BASED 
ON $100 PER GRAM OF CANNABIS. IN CONGENS RECENT EX- 
PERIENCE EACH CASE OF IMPORTATION HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
PROSECUTED IN SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS AND FINES LEVIED ALONG 
LINES DESCRIBED ABOVE. 
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